TREATMENT ALGORITHM
A. TREATMENT OF HYPERSENSITIVITY REACTIONS 1 1. Discontinue infusion. 2. Administer 50 mg diphenhydramine IV and 100 mg hydrocortisone IV immediately.
3. If hypotension is present, administer epinephrine 0.35-0.5 mL IV every 15 -20 minutes until the reaction subsides or a total of six doses are given. 4. If hypotension is present that does not respond to epinephrine, administer IV fluids. 5. If wheezing is present that is not responsive to epinephrine, administer 0.35 mL of nebulized albuterol solution. 6. Depending on severity of the reaction, the infusion may be reinitiated in 30 minutes after the symptoms have subsided.
B. DESENSITIZATION PROTOCOL [2] [3] [4] For patients who experience a second hypersensitivity reaction after reinitiation of the carboplatin infusion, the clinician should discuss with their patients an alternative chemotherapy regimen if available or consideration of a carboplatin desensitization protocol (see protocols on next pages).
TREATMENT ALGORITHM FOR CARBOPLATIN HYPERSENSITIVITY REACTIONS
N e g a tiv e s k in te s t A p a tie n t w h o h a s p r e v io u s ly r e c e iv e d m o r e t h a n s ix c u m u la t iv e c y c le s o f p la t in u m -b a s e d c h e m o th e r a p y P a tie n t d e v e lo p s c a r b o p la t in h y p e r s e n s it iv it y r e a c t io n d u r in g t h e in f u s io n a t a n y t r e a t m e n t M a y r e in it ia t e in fu s io n a t lo w e r r a t e S to p in f u s io n a n d a p p r o p r ia t e s u p p o r tiv e c a r e a n d r e s u s c it a t io n m e a s u r e s Is a lt e r n a t iv e c h e m o t h e r a p y a g e n t t o A) 20 mg dexamethasone orally 12 hours and 6 hours before taxane (for paclitaxel only) and 20 mg IV before treatment. B) 50 mg diphenhydramine IV before treatment. C) H2 blocker (cimetidine 300 mg IV or ranitidine 50 mg IV) before treatment. D) Slowly withdraw the patient (if possible) from any beta-blocker medication that could potentiate a reaction or make it harder to treat. In this protocol, 17 patients participated and they all successfully completed a total of 77 desensitizations with a median of 5 courses, 72 of which were without reactions (94%).
